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In the 1960s oil consumption was rapidly increased, resulting in oil development rush in oil -producing 

countries in the Middle East. According to the OPEC data, oil production in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 

Iraq during 1960 and 1970 increased as follows: In Saudi Arabia its production was increased 2.9times 

from 1.3 million B/D in 1960 to 3.8 million B/D in 1970, in Kuwait it was increased 1.8 times from 1.7 

million B/D to 3 million B/D, and in Iraq, increased 1.8 times from 950,000 B/D in 1960 to 1.55 million 

B/D in 1970 respectively. 

 

Increase of the production volume meant the increase of state revenues. The coffers of each country 

became abruptly enriched. The rulers of the countries put the money in their wallet and poured it into 

their families, but oil money was too much abundant to consume by themselves. The money has been 

used for the modernization of their countries including infrastructure development, education and 

medical improvement. Before the discovery of oil, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait were extremely poor. It was 

a pre-modern society where education and medical care were not existed at all. But both countries 

began to be modernized. 

 

(To be continued ----) 

 

 

Areha Kazuya 
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